e ~ Edinburgh,

SCOTTISH AMATEUR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
X .k

TRIANGULAR ATHLETIC
MATCH
o v
"ENGLAND
IRELAND
s SCOTLAN D

at New Meadowbank Pa:rk

on Saturday, 5th July, 1947

at 2,30 p.m

AN ‘“ALL-STAR’' MEETING

J. GILBERT,
Hon. General Secretary,
I7 PEARCE AVEMUE,

TEL. 65683 EDINBURGH, 12

F

Mabllsked by Walter J. Ross; 98 8t Vincont 5v eot, Glasgow, .2,
Printed by Hirkwood (Printers) Lrd, IM2 Clyde Eireet. Glasgow L),

[ .

GETTING OFF in one of the 100 yds. heats at Larkhall Y.MLCA.
Sports.- W, S, Donnelly (St. Ignatius AAC) is the back-marker.

CONTENTS INCLUDE:
NUNNING COMMENTARY by 4. . | THE DISTANCE TRACK RACE—
FARRELL on Scottish and World by JAMES A, LOGAN.
Bporks HAMILTON HARRIERS, 15061007,
PHOTH FLASH, No. t—Alnn Walt By JOHN MeCALLUM,
iBhettleston lerlrmj SAMA NOTES 1@ OUR POST.
J\“Hﬂ m‘i\l’\—all Ay |.ln L T CROSS-WORD PURELE '-.F['_Bm
tlomn. THARY @ ACTION ?Hl‘-l']‘[l[ilh\'l."“!i




Advertising Rate:—10/- per inch (Single Colummn).

F—

CITY OF EDINBURGH
HIGHLAND
: GAMES

" MURRAYFIELD RUGBY GROUND

by kind permission of S.R.U.)

Saturday, 19th July, 1947, at 2.30 p.m.

ATHEETYFGS T
100 Yards : 880 Yards : 1 Mile : 880 Yards and 1 Mile -
Cyele Races : De’il tak’ the hindmost.

OPEN EVENTS
Wrestling (Cumberland Style) (Catch-Weights) and®
(Catch-as-Catch-Can) : Caber : 56lbs. Over Bar : High
and Long Jumps : Hop, Step and Jump : Pole Vaulting
Tug-of-War.

INTER-CITY RELAY RACES
4 x half laps 4 x two laps 3 mile team

INTER-SCHOOL RELAY RACES
4 x quarter laps 4 x half laps (lap = 352 yards)

SPECIAL EVENTS
Massed Military Bands  Massed Police Pipe Bands
MILITARY GYMNASTIC DISPLAY
HIGHLAND DANCING COMPETITION
SOLO PIPING COMPETITION

Entry Forms and Detalls from W, CARMICHAREL, 38 ROYAL PARK
THREACH, KDINBURGH, Hon, Organiser and Hon, Secy,, S.AAA.
{Edinburgh IMstriet).

THE SCOTS ATHLETE

To Stimulate Interest, to Develop Enthusiasm
and to Encourage Sportsmanship in Scotland

Edited by WALTER J. ROSS
Editorial Offices—69 ST. VINCENT STREET, GLASGOW, C.2.

JUNE, 1947,

Vel. 2. Ne. 3.

Annual Subscription 66

RUNNING COMMENTARY

by J. E. FARRELL,

As the recent 100 miles Scottish cham-
pionship has been fully and adequately
dealt with in the last issoe I do not pro-
pose to do other than touch on it in
these notes.

Hearty congratulations to my friend
and old rival, Alex. MacLean, of Bella-
houston Harrlers, on his brilliant win,
If i were possible to nominate a
successor  in athletic  championships
instead of having them won in open
competition, I could not think of a more
warthy or deserving champion for this
particolar champlonship.

MacLean's example should be an
imsplration to all. His long apprentice-
ship, his position of ronner-up on =o
many occasions, and his final success,
are worthy of study. Finally, the win-
ning time, though apparently moderate,
wasz well up to standard in view of the
exceptionally gusty conditions.. That
the time 18 value a foll minute better in
fair conditions s, perhaps, o conserva-
tive estimate.

Bellashouston's Great Relay Bid

Bellahouston brought lustre to Scot-
tish running by their gallant attempt to
win the Blackpool to Manchester relay
promoted by “ News Chroenlele,” losing
an almost unassailable lead through an
unfortiunate accldent to stylish Jack
Gifford, who strained a tendon going
over the rough cobblez and was reduced
o a painful walk., Despite a gallunt
attempt Gifford had to allow the Alre-
dale man to pass him and win by o
margin of 50 yards. Such wasg Gifford's
condition ‘that he took 25 sec. to cover
the last 50 yards.

Magnificent Running by Alex. MeGregor

Without the assistance of sleeple-
chase champion T. Lamb, and Willlam
MeKinlay, Bellahouston, through splen-
did team running, aided by a spectaco-
lar Jap from International A. McGregor
who had fastest time in his par-
ticular sector of 2] miles, gained and
held the lead till Gifford’s unfortunate
breakdown. While individual lap times
are not to hand, the following data
might help to give a pieture of the race.
Lap 1, G. Anderson, 3rd ; lap 2, G. Bell,
Znd; lap 8, A, McGregor, 1st; lap 4, R.
Climie, 1st; lap 5, H. O'Neil, 1st; lap
i, T. Gibson, 1st; Iap 7, J. Christie, 1st:
Inp 8, A. McLean, 1st; lap 9, J. Lind-
say, 1st; lap 10, J. Gifford, 2nd.

In the last lap, Jack Gifford, running
strongly, had actually  increased his
lead at 5 miles to such an extent that
reéporters had prematurely phoned news
of a ronaway win for Bellahouston
Harrlers.

One more example of the “ luck of
the game.”

All sportsmen will wish Jack Gifford
a speedy recovery, and trust that Belln-
houston will have better luck In SBep-
tember when they hope to take part In
the “News of the World" relay race
over the same course—this time, how-
ever, from Manchester to Blackpool.

Running in the same lap as McGregor
was a li-year-old Salford lad, Dave
Wileox; he brought his club from Sth
to dth place, and was only 30 sec.
slower than MceGregor.
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~ Field Evenis Encournged

Not g0 much because of outstanding
régults, but becanse of the way Field
Events were sponsored.and encouraged,
that comment should be made on the
confined Glasgow Police meeting, on
12th May. The policemen as well as
the whole sport mmst get Inspiration
from Tommy Mackle, the organlser of
the meet. He has a great record of
association with the sport. Moat ener-
getle and enthusiastic, he has been a
noted] high-fump competitor for years.

Excellent Hunning at Motspur Park

The Universitics® Athletic Champion-
ships, at Motspur Park, on 17th May,
falrly bristled with good things. An
exceptlonally high standard prevailed
in practically all events and, if we high
light specific performances, it is chiefly
hecause of the tremendons promise dis-
played for the future. For example,
20-year-old J. O M. Wilkinson (Oxford
Centlpedes), in winning the 100 yds. in
102 sec., favourably impressed the
critics, and the strength and balance of
his stride soggested that, with more
experience, he will Improve vastly on
10.2 sec,

If anything, Ix W, M. Haw, of Leeds,
wag even more Impressive. His easy
style and brilliant finlsh was too mmuch
for his most persistent challenger, T. .
Cuarry, of Oxford, and won for him the
londest applanse of the meeting. His
time for the three miles was the smart
one of 14 min. 52.4 sec.

Another Wooderson?

Among the surprise wing in this series
was that of 19-year-old A, BB Parker,
uf Liverpool, who defeated the well-
known Oxford miler, . T. 8, McPher-
son by 8 yde. in the fast time of 4 min,
228 sec.

A notable double was achieved by
versatile I. R. Ede, the A A A, 440 yds.
hurdles champlon, who, not content
with winning the 440 hurdles event for
London, did likewlse in the half-mile
event, incidentally, showing 1 min, 58.1
sec, or ouly 11 sec. slower than J. O
Stothard’s record of 1935, The 440 yds.
flat wasg won by F. D. Wallis (Oxford)
in 501 sgec.; the 220 yds., by the well-
known South Afriean sprioter, I T,

Joubert, running for London Univecsity,
in 228, Tncldentally, Jonbert was dis-
qualified in the shorter sprint hecaiss
of too many false starts:

Prince Adedoyin (Belfast) just failed
to equal his own record of 6 £t 1 in., by
clearing ¢ f£t.

Edinburgh University Beat Glasgow

On Saturday, 17th May, Edinburgh
University had a handsome victory over
Glasgow University by 67 points to 29
points.

The Edinburgh sprinters monopodised
the sprints, West African E. Q. Cofie
winning the 100 yds. and D. McEenzle,
the Rugby internationallst, the 220 yds.
Favourable mention should be accorded
the performances of the young Hdin-
burgh star, O. J. Hall, whoe won the
half-mile In 2 min. 3.2 sec; and J.
Casgkie, alsp of Edinburgh, in winning
the 440 yda.  The latter is, I believe,
the same runner who bock in 1841 was
hovering about the 40 sec. mark.
Shonld he get back to that form he will
be a strong contender for the 440 pds.
championship.

G A, Carrick, of Glasgow, who won
the high jump with § £t 83 in., is & con-
gistent performer overshadowed only by
the brilliance of Alan Paterson.

The main feature of o keen suries of
ladies' events, was the new Scottish
Universities quarter-mile record of 642
sec, set up by Miss P, Walker (BPdin-
burgh).

Aberdeen University beat St. Andrews

In this fixture recent sprint discovery
Cliff Pinks, from Hopduras, won both
sprints for Aberdeen, while J. Buchan's
mile win in 4 min. 35.4 sec., augurs well
for o zood performance In the Scottish
mile champlonship should he care to
compete. I W. . Smith, Aberdeen
Rugby  Internationalist, materially
helped In his slde’s victory by a meri-
torious double In shot and discus.

The ladies had a grand set-to, St
Andrews turning the tables on their
opponents by a narrow margin of 24
points to 21 points.

Forhes Stars at Larkhall

Also on Saturday, ITth May, a splen-
did day's sport was enjoyed al Gas-
Works Park, Larkhall. Cross-country
champion, Andrew Forbes, had o niee
double victory in the half-mile and the
mile open events. It is good news to
find that he has apparently shaken off
the effects of his recent leg trouble. I
feel that the handicapper was just o
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Jo STUART (Shettleston Harriers),

little bit too gencrous to bim, and T am
fally prepaved to find the Vietoria Park
man ranoing better than ever thls sen-
son. Backmarker, J. Stuart, of Shettles-
tom, off 25 yils, is alzo running in geeat
siyle and Just failed to hold Forbes, to
whom he conceded 35 vds Yictoria
Park continned thelr winning vein in
the relay: on this oceasion M. Roberis
amd W. Curtis azsiating champions Geo,
MeDonald and Ian Panton.
How Good is Alex. Hill?

With two gooid wing In recent rodd
riees, Alex, Hill, of Shettleston Har-
riers, formerly a sound cross-country
runner, looms as o threar to established
long-distanes stars.

At Larkhall, in the 12 miles road
ruce, he counted among his victims
vlub-mate Harry Howard, who retired
at 10 miles. His progress will be keenly
watched in fufure events. Perhaps
Alan Beally is grooming him for mara-
thon stardem? He appears to be a gooi
prospect at the moment.,

Features of a suceessful Bellahonston
Harriers meeting at Ibrox on Snturday,
Sdth May, were Andrew Forbes' brilli-
ant 2 miles, ami A. Kilpatrlek's splen-
did sprint double. In conditions which
werg not ideal and making his own
pace, Forbes romped home in $ min, 27
s, —the best time done in Scotland at
thia distapce for some time. Kilpat-
rick, though receiving fairly generous
starts, won In such ready fashion that
it looks as though the stronggoing
Hellahouston man will soon be down
among the back-markers.

The Secottish Championships
Tha apnnal Scofiigh Champlonships

are due on Friday and Saturday, 20th
and 21st June, at Hampden, and I am
prepared to see many new champions,
and vastly improved performances, The
stimulug of the Olympic Games looming
ahead gives an Incenfive.

I shall endeavour to tonch on pro-
spects in a general way, heing consclous
of the fact that many athletes who, up
till now, have not disclosed form, may
e quietly preparing to attain their
peak at o given time. Nevertheless, T
feel  that, without pin-pointing the
actual champion, it is possible, In most
ensed, to give the group from which he
may emerge,

The Sprinis

The sprints should be o colourful
affair with the advent of coloured stars
Cofie and Pinks, along with popolar
Alan Watt and Buoghy Internationalist
. DI MeKenzle to challenge the
supremacy of champions Hugh Broadley
aml George MeDonald, whose titles are
obvlously in danger,

Cofie Is strongly fancied for the
shorter sprint from the East, who
helleve he can get down to even time;
L Incline to the bellef that Broadley
could, on forw, again win the 100 yards
but, not 50 long ont of hospital, will he
be fit in time? :

I would not be surprized 1If Alan
Watt has the edge on all his rivals and
emerge with the * hundred " and * two-
twenty "—a champlonship dowhle.

GZeorge McDonald, In many guarters,
is less fancied to retain his title than
Broadley, but too much should not be
taken for granted against the fast-
starting, sweet little mover. At any
rate, there shonld be a magnificent
dust-np in both avents. [ should dearly
love to see both finals.

Ian Panton Has Something to Do

If Scotland’s star quarter-miler hual
an easy thing last year the prospects
are that he will have something to do
this year. What a final eonld the Tol-
lowing  provide :—anton {Victorin
Park), Connocher {Vietorla Park),
Bharp (Garscube), Caskie (Edinborgh

University). Last  season  Sharp
showed brilliant form in the relays for
his club. FProm all accounts Panton his

recaptured the ald fire which seemed to
desert him last year. It iz well, for
any of the above challengers conld take
advantage of the least lapse.

880 Yards is Puzzling Event
I faney J. 8 Taylor {(Aberdeen Uni-
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versity) to retaln his (itle shounld he
compete, but T learn that, like fellow-
student ClLIT Pinks, in the sprints, he
may e o doubtfal starter due tostadies.
Last year's youths star, J. 5. Hamilton
{(Victoria Park), who was runner-up
Tnzt year, has Just joined the Foroes
anil hig movements are uneertain, while
I, Jewel, of Garscobe, s in England at
present; and Smillie, of Victoria Park,
alza In the Forces, However, young
Cyril Hall, of Hdinburgh, will make all
hig opponents travel ; as will J. Small,
of Garscabe,

Then there are W, Ritehie and M.
Roberts, of Vietorian Park: and A
Warton, Garsenbe, who are themselves
no =louches at this distance when in
the mood. Frank Sinclair, of Greenock
Weollpark, would have oo excellent
chanee of winning, but he may concen-
trate on the mile event. Sinclair, like
Gifford of Bellnhonston, suffers Trom
exceptional  versatility, HBoth  men
could star from the halfanile up to 10
miles. Gifford, although a past threee
miles champion, was many times ron-
per-up in the mile championship, and
returned times that were worthy of
winning the half-mile championshin,

An “Open™ Mile

A new  title-
holder iz certain
in this event, Jack
Corfield, the hol-
der, being back in
Fngland."J. Stoart
(Ehettleston), Geo,
Lamont (Vietorin
I'ark), and F. Sin-
clair [Greencck
Wellpark), a1l
have  excellent
chanees, ag hag J.
Buchan (5t
Andrews). There
is no word at the
moment of writing
of James Fleming
(Motherwell) at
present overseas, hut, iF able to compete
I should e prepared to see him win.
Stuart ‘I8 golng great guns at the
moment, and, as this ambitions young
man triing to schedule as far as bnsi-
neas permits, he should be there at the
“death,” George Lamont, last year's
runnerup,  ran o good race In the
AAA. mile championship last year,
amd cannot be left out of the reckoning.

tuf, in what should be a very open and

. LAMONT

exciting riaw, 1 am prepared to find
Frank Sinclair hitting the tape first.

Forhe; on His Own

I eannot =20 anyvone capahle of pres
venting  Amdrew  Forbes, of Victori:e
Park, from adding the three miles tracle
title to that of his cross-conntes titles
Pozzessing a niee combination of speed
and staming. 1 am prepared to see him
o down to Lowmdon aml have g veal
“oe0”™ gt the British 5 miles champion-
ship. 1f A, McLennan and J. Hoskins
conld find some of the form they are
capable of they shonld ron prominently -
Hosking, in particular, with his long.
graceful stride, looks a goad prospect
If ever there was ome, bat, 30 far, has
flattered to deceive. A. Hay, froms
Forres, is wont to make things interesi-
ing during the early stages of o race.
but invariably peters out. What could
e oo Bf he vestrained himszelf in the
first half of the distance?

A Bellahonston Duel?

The six miles event may not atteact
g0 large un entry as some others, but.
none the less, it may turn out to be the
raee of the meeting. 1 look for a grent
race between club-mates Alex. Maclean
the pew 10 miles champion, and Alex.
MeGregor, just fresh from his magnifi-
cent rnning in the recent relay. Cuori-
ously epough, both men are long-service
athletes, who. appear to have found o
new lease of life and are returning
better times than ever.  MacLean, by
virtpe of his 10 miles win, may start
slight favourite, but I feel the issoe is
very close; the man who strikes it on
the day of the roce should win,  Gibby
Anderson, one of our most consistent
stayers, completes o strong Bellahons-
ton trio in this roee.

Bobhy Reid for Steeplechase?

There is no word of form among the
steeplechaze contenders.  Tommy Lamls
iz the holder, but J. €, Hoss, of
shettleston, o past winner, may make &
Biold bid to recapture his title.

Bobby IReid, the well-known Birch-
field Harrvier, is toying with the idea of
having a “go” at the Steeplechnse, With
his track spesd and  cross-country
experience Bobby may go far in thiz
type of event. Hecently beaten by only
gix vards in a 427 mile, stranger things
have happened than that Reid may try
himself ont in owr Scottish champlon-
ghlp as preparvation for a tilt at the
Eritish Steeplechiase.
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Fateraon Stands Alone

In the high jump Alan Paterson is go
outstanding that he appedars to scare off
potential contenders,  This is unfortun-
ate, as I am sure he would welcome f&
little competition, Instead, he has to
go elsewhere for real competition—of
an International natore—which, how-
ever, should have done him good—as
regards enltivating the temperament for
the big occaslon. Now in the Services,
he has been inundated with invitations
from a8 far apart as London, Czecho-
Slovakin and Belgium. It is to be hoped
that he gets permission to gorner the
experience  which only International
competition provides, in view of the
Olympics next year.

Hurdles Events

J. M. Hart, of Edinburgh, should
retain the 120 yds, hurdles event. If he
perseveres in this type of event he
should be a real hope for the future,

The 5.AAA. have instituted o new
champlonship, the 440 yds, hordles, in
conformity with the A A A event.,  Per-
haps Robin Boyd, who was placed in
last year's AAA. event in London may
b the first wineer? or will Hart, who
iz an excellent half-miler, attempt to
make it a double event?

J. Howiden, of Edinburgh Harrviers, is
expected to retain his title of hop, step
and jump, although last year he had o
VEry narrow margin to o spare from R.
M. Smith, of Dundee Hawlkhill, who
Just fafled to adid that title to that of
hig brogd Jjump title.

W. Cortls (Victoria Park) will be a
serlous rvival to Roy in the bvoad jump
1hiz year.

Heavy Field Events

At throwing the lummer, Id, Acld,
Clark, the Delfast policeman, owers
over hiz opponents, aml as there is
#ood news of hig form, this is one title
that should he retained.  Similarly, 1,
Young, of Glasgow Police, shonld e too
good for the opponents in the discos:
conld he regain his 1938 form, in which
he et up a British native record, he
would be a worthy competitor in even
International competition.

G. E. Mitchell, the noted Glaszow
FPolice athlete, shonld again he foo sood
for his opponents in his own speciali-
ties. With his maszive phyvaigue he i=
;Jﬁ‘mmkle and colourful figure in the

1

I do not know if pole vault champion
K. Mnpksimzyk, of Edinburgh Univer-

gity; or javelin champion, I% (. Shea
{(Herlot’s PP} are defending  their
respective titles. The former won Trom
13, M. Hastie (Hillhead) last year, only
becanse he cleared hisz height at the
1lirist attempt. Both men cleared 10 fr.
4 in.
Picturesque Events

The pole vault and the javelin throw,
in the hands of experts, are among the
maost picturesque and artistle of events,
What a pity there is not more oppor-
tunity for athletes acquiring proficiency.
I, also, am firmly of the opinion that
the eoncluding stages of all heavy and
field events should be featured on thelbr
own, with a running commentary of
technigque amd distanees amd heights
pcehieved. What could be more pietur-
esque, for example, than the graceful
action of Cornelius Warmeridam in the
pole vault, or the Finns in throwing the
javelin?

Seottish Junior Championships

Ho far, little js8 koown regavding
form for this year's Junior Champlon-
ships, to be held ot Kilmarnock on June
25th. Many of last year's brilliant
champlons will have now passed the age
limit. A, Y. Monaghan of DRenfrew
Y.AMLCA, In the sprints; J. 8. Petty,
Bt Modan's, with his devastating finish
In the half-mbe (which woold also be a
menace (o challengers for the senior
titte if he Intends running in that
avent) ; I, Smith, of Garscobe, last
year's ronner-up in the mile; and young
Ramsny, of Victorin Park, in the high
Jump, must all have excellent chances
In thelr respective events,

The Marathon

This ehamplonship takes plice on 5th
July, from Falkivk to Bdinburgh, finish-
ing  at  Meadowbank aml  covering,
approximately the same course as lasc
year. There is talk of bringing the
runners o the ground by o alishtly
different ronte near the end of the
course, but full particnlars are not yet
to hoamd.  The race I8 run in eonjune-
tionn with the revived Interoontional
between England, Scotland, and Treland
&0, all in, o gramd day’s sport =hould bhe
witnessel.

Holder Has Experience

In MeNab Robertson (Maryhill Har-
rlers), Olymple ronner amd many times
British champion, is the present holder
of the Scottish title first competed for
Inst vear. winning in 2 hir. 45 min. 29
gec, a time which Is well outside his
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Appeal of the Home Civil Service

Secure Employment: Progressive Salaries:
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hest times. Last yeur, Robértson had
only woe serious rival in the person of
his famons veteran club-mate, D. Mel.
Wright, buot this year, at least, on
paper, he may have more than one
serfons rival, and may have to better
last year's time to win.

This he appears to be fully capable
of, na he I8 now out of the Services and
training over his accostomed training
routes. According to latest reports, he
is well-satisfled with his progress and,
as he iz determined to agaln make the
Olympic grade Hobertson can be
expected to make every post a winning
post in his attempt to eapture his old
form.

Hig chief rivals may be found from
a group. including Harry Howard, Alex.
HI and W. Connor, all of Bhettleston ;
J. Lindeay, of Bellahouston; W. Ken-
nedy, Kilbarchan and myself. Although

most of these are speedier than Robert- |

son over, say, 10 miles, none hnos any
notahle performance to show over the
full 26 miles conrse. Lindzay, Connor
and Kennedy have not yet shown over
the full course form equal to that in
the lesser distances. Nelther Howard,
newcomer Hill nor myself have even
run the distance. Howard, with several
courge records to his credit over dis-
tanced from 12 to 15 miles can be bril-
lant or mediocre, and has. recently
blotted his copy-book by bhaving to
retire twiee in subsequent races, yet
this unorthodox runner can never be
left completely oot of the reckoning.
Hill, who has come into the limelight
through recent victories, has not yet
been fully tested, and it may be asking
too, muchh off him to live with more
axperienced men dn such an arduous
test, but he looks a good prospect, Of
my awn prospects, all I can =ay is that
I nm cautlous regarding the fuoll dis-
tance; on the credit side, is the fact
that I:have raced 22 miles in fast time
and am keen to do well and make the
grade. Summing up, I should say that
Robertzon's “experience and  staming
aver the last six miles may declde the
issue against the speed of his. oppon-
ents in what should be a most engross-
ing race,

The Incredible Double

Hecently one of our sporting journals
reported an Interesting par concerning
the famous Finnish distance runner,
Helne, world record holder at many
distances, and European champion over
10,000 metres, It was to the effect that

ATHLETHE o

WILLIAM CARMICHAEL
(Hom, See,, Eastern Dist.,, S.AAA.)
is dolog his wimost to make
nihl

Games, on
1th July, at Murrayfl ’

after a .furtfmr cattempt on hjé oW
18,000 metres' world record, he would
test himself over the marathon distances
in the auwtumn, and might compete in
both  Olympic marathon and 10,000
metres events—a most unheard of thing
which even the great Nurml never
attempted. The modern tendency is to
specialise in one event only—competi-
tion in world class being too intense to
o otherwise. Phenomenal athlete as
Helno undoubtedly s, it could be quite
possible for even he to fall between two
stools with disastrous results. Assuming
that he met o man of, zay, Wooderson's
clags In the shorter event, would he
have sufficiently recovered. to take part
in such a groelling as the marathon
and be certain of success against o man
of Holden's class, or some other ohecure
athlete which the marathon event so
often throws up.

As expected, Heino broke Nurmi's
British 6 miles record by 14 see, with &
time of 20 min. 224 sec. ot the Whit
Monday sports at White City, London.
Ey sheer relentless pacing Helno com-
pelled England’s best distance runpers
to retire, and finished op with o devas-
tating last lap of under 80 sec, gquite In
the Wooderson traditlon.

The other feature was o G 100 yards
by Ed. Conwell, the American bullet,
who Is one of the fastest starters ever.
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Bl James's Park

TYNESIDE’S
SUPER MEETING

{under AA A, Laws, and N.OO. Rulea)

SATURDAY, 26th JULY, —2.30 p.m.

AAAL Events—100 yds., 880 yds,
2 Mile short-limit Handieap, £7/7/0,
£5,/5/0, £8/3/0.

1 Mile Relay (440, 220, 220, 880),
4 x £5/5/0; 4 x £2/2/0.

100 Yds, N. & D). Champlonship.

Junior Events—100 yds. H'cp. &
S280 yds Team Race. Alsa T Cycling
Events.

£200 in Prizes, excluding Cupe.

Forms and partlcolars from the Bports
Beeretary—J. VEITCH, 18 Jubllee Fond,
Gosforth, Newenstle-upon-Tyoe 3.

RILEARCHAN AAC, & THOME GUARID
+ ASSMIATION

GRAND SPORTS MEETING
fundor SLA A AL Laws)
anl — SENIOR 5-A-SIDE FOOTBALL
Al FUBLIC PARK, KILBARCHAN
n TUESDAY, 234th JUNE=—at 7.15 p.m.
EVENTS: 100, 220 and 888 yds, 1 mile, 14
miles  Fond Roce, Youlhs' Lap (300
wils.}, Bhoti Patt, Caber, and Medley
Kelay (Invitntion).
Bpecinl Competitors' Bua from Glasgow:
return fare, 1AF (tickets from Bocretnry).
Entry Forms nand further particular

from Hon. Sports Secy., J. W. Boreland,
20 Low Darholne, Kilbarchan,

DUNOON SPORTS GALA
I'ramoted by MARYHILL HARRIERS
(undar B.ALAAL and N,C.10, Rolon)

At COWAL PARK DUNDOXN
im MONDAY, 2ist JULY, 1847
OFEX EVENTS—Running, Cycling and 15
Miles Road Hinee
Exhibition of IMighinnd Dancing

Entry Forms (rom osual Sports Bhops,
and Mon. Seer., Fred Graham, 52 Laldlaw
Btroet, Glosgow, .6,

VALE OF LEVEN A.ALC.
GRAND SPORTS CARNIVAL
{under H.A.AVA. Laws)
MILLBURN PARK (Alexandris)
on SATURDAY, 5th JULY, 1M7

Usual Events and @ miles Hoad Race,
Adk partlcolars from Hon. Secy., W,
Stevenzon, 60 Wilson Strest, Alexandria.

BEAW LADS" GATHERING

OPEN SPORTS MEETING
{under B.B.AAA, and N.C.T. Rules)

At GALASHIELS
Un SATURDAY, 28th JUNE, 1M
Usual events, Incloding Ladies” & Gent.a
Rolay, and 3 cyeling events.
Particulars from Hon, Sec., J. Gavin, 47
Galapark Road, Galashiels, with whom
entries olose on Thursday, 1h Juno.

FRELIMINARY NOTICE,

BUTE HIGHLAND GAMES
will ba held ai
THE I'UBLIC PAKH, ROTHESAY
On SATURDAY, 2ird AUGUST, 1M7
Full particulars next maenth,

Han, Sec., T. B, McMULLEN,
* Knockandrioch," Hotheany.

CITY & ROYAL BURGH OF EDINBURGEH
Lightlng & Cleansing Dépt. Welfare Clab

GRAND
ATHLETIC &
SENIOR FOOTBALL
GYMKHANA

(under S.AuAA. nnd 5 AWLA, Laws)

NEW MEADOWBANK, Edinburgh,

SATURDAY, 14th JUNE, at 245
(Conflned Events, 12 noon - £ pum.)
A STAR-STUDDED FROGRAMME
200 in Prizes
SENIOR FIVE-A-SIDE FOOTBALIL

Champions in FLAT RACING, JUMFING,
TUG-0F-WAR and WEESTLING.
SHEEF-IHH DEMONSTEATION By J. M.
WILSON Innerleithen (Internationnl
Championship Winner).

The Famous QUEEN VICTORIA BOYS"
BCHOML, DUNBLANE, FIFE and
MILITARY BANDS.

ADMISSION (Inciuding Tax) ... .. .. 1=
(Sents -1/8 axtro)

JUVENILES - Gd.
A BHOW FOR ALL TABTES

W, CARMICHAEL, Sports Convenar,
L. & ©C. Dept,, 2280 HIGH BT.

THE SCOTS ATHLETE

ALAN WATT

(Shettleston Harriers)

Close observers of Alan Wall, Shebtleston Harriers and 1930 British Youth Sprint
Champion, will, this season, have noticed he has practically eliminated the * horsey ™
aclion which formerly denoted his style. He now rups with o long, smooth, Tree-
striding actlon, and seems to cover the groomd without effort.

Behind this change thore s 0 story of real hard work. Alan eame home from the
Army near the end of last trock seasoen to fnd be had lost o great deal of his spead.
During the winter when ofher sprinters were resting he worked hard and long b
Iimproving his style—helped In the theoretical side by Tom Anderson and in the proe-
tieal side by his own club coach, Alan Hoally.

The fruit of this trnining was seen nt his fest open race of the season when, ot
the Whit-Monday sports af White City, London, he finished second to the American
sprinter, Ed, Conwell, when making a new British record of 9.6 see. for 1M yords
(yek to be rotified). Alan hroke 10 sec, easlly and his folure loaks poarticularly
bright. 1 feel confident of his chances of taking the Scottish sprint fitles and of
bringing o British tille to Scotland this year,

ROY HOBINSON,
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1896 — HAMILTON

HARRIERS — 1947

By JOHN McCALLUM

Last October Hamilton Harriers held
@ dinner at Clydesdale Restaurant,
Hamilton, at which there were over 100
guesta present. The puarpose of the
ocenagion was to colebrate the Jubilee of
the Club, which had been functioning
continnously for 60 vears.

Though there had been a Hares aml
Honnds Club in the district around 1887
the Club was actually formed on 6Gth
Heptember, 1806, at the County Hotel,
the fonnder being a Motherwell Harrier
Mr. Miler. At the Inaugural meeting
the present club colours of white with
el facings wne chosen, and, at a later
date, the crest bearing the head of the
White Cattle Bull and the letters H. H.
Q. were Introduced to be worn on the
club singlet. (The White Cattle 1= n
very rare, almost extinet, hreed, which
roam Cadzow Estate, Homilton, amd are
owndd by the Duke of Hamilion).

In the early days, Homilton Havriers
had many enjoyable outings with well-
koown County Clubs which are mostly
now non-existent, such as the Malsely
Club and Carluke Beagles, These clubs
gshomld be remembered by older cross-
country enthnsinsts.

First Club Champion

Prosent at the Jubllee celebrations
wits the first Club champion, J. Simp-
s0m, who held the hononr for two
Fears In succession. Hi= well-known
gon was the Club champion of Mother-
woll Y.MOA. Harriers a few years
ngo.

The year 180 was a fortoopate one
for the elnb, three business men of the
town: Mr. Wilson, hatter and hosler;
Mr. Hastie, of the Black Bull Hotel:
amd  Mr. Wilson, jeweller, donated
trophies for which therve is ztil11 annual
compatition.

Olympic Champion a Member

The year 1906 wasg n historie one for
the Club. In this season they won the
Western Digtrict Champlonship. Inei-
dentally, T. MeAfferty, the winner of
thig race, resided in the Burgh of
Hamilton but ran for Burnbank St
Cothbert's, Also In this wyear, Dan
Cather won the Junior Champlonship.
Thizs was not al), for, thongh it is not
wellknown, the famons Scottish athilete

and  (Hympic 400 metres | Stumford
Bridge, 1908} chompion, Lient. W. Hals
will, joined the club this year whilst
stationed at Hamilton Barracks, and, at
the S.AAA, Championships, held at
Powderhall the same year, he accom-
plished the astonishing feat of winning
the 100 yds., 220 yds., 440 yds. and half-
mile titles. One of Homilton Harriers
gredlest trensurves 18 the photo of the
1908 Olympie champions, presented to
the club by Lient. Halswell,

An Unerowned King

Huamilton had other personalities,
nutahly Gibbie Marshall, who was the
unerowned king of obstacle racing In
Scotland from 1900 -1910. W. . Bell,
whilst & youth, mads g great name for
himself in the country as o sprinter,
around 10081912,

Wm. Roxburgh represented Scotland
in the 1920 Interpationnl, and, follow-
ing H. Devine, had the distinetlon of
winning the Club championship three
years in succession from 1024,

But, in 1982, the most consiztent Club
champion of all—James Freeland, took
the title, which he held continuously
to 140, James Freefand, who lost his
lite whilst dn the R.AF., had been
Junfor Champion in 1985 and had
rained international honoors, News of
hiz death came a3 a great blow to
Hamilton Harriers and Scottish cross-
country clreles,

tid—And Still Geoing Strong

Another personality iz Alex, Cullen—
gtill running ‘at & years of age.
“HBanny,” a8 he iz called by his club-
mates, storted his ruoning  activities
through having an accident in a coal-
mine. He joined Burnbank Harriers
in 1005, and was fonr times champlon
of that clabk, He Joined Hamilton Har-
riers at the cossgtion of World War I,
and annexed the & miles  Handicap
Cup three times; the T miles Handlcap
four times, and the 10 miles Handicap
ten timeg—n  fine. record. Y Banny "
does not seemt o intend hanging up his
shoes and so asserts the old adage: “ Tt
i not how old you ave, but how old yon
fire],"

Two men have held the Presidency
of the Club, hetween them, for 40 years,

THE 82013
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THE ORIGINAL HAMILTON FARRIERS O 18RS,

This block wes mule Trom o phatogrmph presented,

after the Clul's Jubller cclebration, by Dir.

W. Ih, Rose, Dir, Bose, now eetieed, resldes ot Blggar, Tie s seen in this unique photograph
: an the extremeo left, middle row.

namely, J. Swith and evergreen J. C.
Qeoptt, who still retains office, and to
whom 1 am Indebted for most of the
details of this short chronicle,
Hamilton Harriers look forwarnd to
the fature. A, . Glbson, the present
club champion, 8 only 21, and has dis-
tinet  prospects, Under the watcehful

eye of able Bobby Stewnrt, a4 former

well-known profeasienal athlete, thers
jz 1 fine turn-out of local lads on Aon-
day and Wednesday evenings at D=
fns Park. Such coaching and enthusi-
asm will reap its reward and Hamilton
Harriers are set to he in the fore of
post-war athletics,

COur Poat
ANOTHER GREAT RUN RECALLED

Dear Editor,—It was with great
interest T read your artiele on Alfred
Shrubb's historic one-honr run at [brox
Park, 1904, in the April issoe.

It was o great performance—-truly a
wordderful runnes.  Mention of that run
brings to mingd apother of great uhih‘t,r
and @ similar type of race—J. Bouin,
af Franee, who was rupner-up in the
International Cross-Country Champion-
ship in 1909, and winner 1111218,

Here arg the details of his one-hour's
jun at the Stadinm, Stockholm, on Gth
July, 1913 :(—

Milea M. 8.
Rocomd (B .. wie e son sne sen g aee s 2 67
Thivd (B0} 0 cie foe e pee e wd ses s 1‘ IKI-
Fourth (5.08) ... :‘E: C;b :
3 {r Tk L 3
Wifth (5.07) .. il

Bixth (5,08}

Seventh (BAM) oooLie e sk e sk wee s 35 B
Elghth EI:..mn
Minth (5000 . s aae o :
Tenth :tr:,nmﬁé ........ ] nﬁg g
E R OBY s e e <o
lg\:tnmmi in Ope Hour—11 miles 1443 yards,
You will nolice, of course, that at 10
miles the time is ea:-ﬂl_}; faster than any
Seottish  champlonship winning  time.
It iz nlso n great point to show the
value of o steady pooe. :
With hest wishes for the success of
i most nzeful magazine
Yours faithfully,
MOBERT LINDEAY.

Paisley.

VICTORIA PARK AAC
OPEN SPORTS MEETING
(under B.A.A.A, Laws)
in BAERRFIELDS — LARGH
On SATURDAY, 18th JULY, 1847.
Epecin]l Buses from Glaggow.

Entry Forma from usunl Sports Shops,
and Hon, Sports Secy.. Ian Maocdonald, 4
pudley Drive, CHasgow, W.2
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S.A.AA.

A meeting of the General Committes
Of the BAAA, was held in Edinburgh
on Tpesday, 20th May, 1947, The fol-
lowing are the principal items of busi-
ness transacted (—

1. It was reported by the Hon, See.
that at an early date it was hoped to
dnnounce certain negotiations with the
N.C.U. to cover the eyeling position in
Seotland as affecting ithe S.AAA. and
the BN.C.U., with a view to clarifying
the present agreement between  the
SAAA and the N.CTL

2, The Association hoped to be in a
postition to have Track Suits avallable
for its represeniatives in the Triangn-
Iar Match.

&, Mr. J. Drommond, who had
attended the COCP.R. Easter Coaching
Course at Rosyth, gave a full report on
the procesdings, coaching, and potenti-
alities, It was evident that great poten-
tialithes lay In snch organised conrses,
aml the Assoclation promized forther
support should another conrse be feas-
able in the Autwmn. In this case the
Association wonld be preparsd to nomi-
nate athletes and meet the expenses
arizing therefrom,

4. Rugby Park, Kilmaronock, had
heen inapected by representatives of the
Asspeiation, who had found the park
snitable for the Junlor Champlonships.
Arrangements for these were remitted
to the Western Disteict Committes.

4. In eonmection with the Triangu-
lar Match (Sth July), the scoring table
was agreed to at 5, 4, 3 2, 1. The
eventa nre now. confiviwsd as —1040, 235,
40, 880, 1 mile, 3 miles, 120 hurdies,
Figh Jump, Long Jump, Puott, THsens,
Javeling  Medley  Relay  Itace (13
events),

6. Every endeavour I8 to be made to
bring the Association's impedimenta np-
to-date ns Tar s supplies are available.
Considerable replacsments  ave  neces-
sary Tollowing the disastrons fire fo
the CQueen's Park stamd, where mueh
of the Asseciation’s egoipment  was
stored.

T. The Hon See. reported on difli-
culties In making the Hamdbook avail-
able, but it was hoped to have these
ready early in June.  The Handbook
{Constitution and ules of the Associa-

tiom, ete.) would be available from the

Hon. Sec,, at the price of 1/- per copy.

ATHLETE

NOTES

8 Applieations for affiliation from
Stewarton Bonnet Guild Festival Ama-
tenr  Sports Committoe and Glasgow
Corporation Youth Serviee Amateuar
Athletic Association wers approved,

9. Request from Milngavie Highlansd
Games Commities for permission to
include an Inter-County Relay Race in
their Sports Programme was approved.

10, Intimation of handsome dongation
of £250 from Rangers F.C. Lid., to the
Olympic  Games  Appeal Fund  was
made. The donation was accompanied
by the offer to make certain facilities
at Ibrox avallable for Olympiec Games
Coaching Schemes,

11. A request from Victoria Park
AAC. that this year's Relay Cham-
plonship be “ farmed out™ was consi-
dered, but It was agreed no ehange
should operate for this yvear.

12, It was agreed to award a sult-
ahle plagoe to J. Howden, 10 recopgnise
his record Hop, Step and Jump per-
formance in 1934, for which he was doe
“a Gold Medal™ in scoordance with
raleg operating at that date,

5. In vlew of the present shortaze
of official timekeepers in the Eastern
IMatrict, it was agreed to enlist the ser-
viees of unofficial Timekeepers who L
gninml  experience  in confined  elub
meetings, to met In conjunction with
reroznized  Timekeeping officials, who
would be in a pozition to make the
necessary - recommendations to the
Distriet Conmnittes,

The next meeting of the General
Committes will e held Inosediately
after the Champlonships, when the
Peam to take part in the Triangular
will likely be selectod.

Order Mow Beautifully Boumd
FIEST VOLUME

The Scots Athlete

APREIL, 1}M6 — MARCH, 1945
Records every major Scottish
H Event of the Year e
Our First Issue—Club Histories—FPhota
Flash—" Running Commentary ™ an
Seottish and World Athletics.

Posia,
10/6 5
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s SCOTTISH AMATEUR  ATHLETIC  ASSOUIATION
FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL

CHAMPIONSHIF MEETING
HAMPDEN PARK. GLASGOW

FRIDAY & SATURDAY.
20th & 20st JUNE. 1947

(FRIDAY, 645 pm., and SATURDAY, 245 pm.)

FRIDAY PROGRAMME:

Eliminating Events.—220 Yards, 440 Yards, 880 Yards, High Jump,
Broad Jump, Hop, Step and Jump, Pole Vault, Throwing Javelin, Throw-
Ing Discus.

Finals.—Throwing Hammer (both styles), Throwing S61b, Welght,
Bix Miles.

MARATHON CHAMPIONSHIP—Gth JULY, 1947,
FALKIRE to EDINBURGH—26 miles 385 Yards—START 1.30 p.m.

ENTRIES Close, Deflnitely, First Post, MONDAY, Sth JUNE, 187, wiih Hon, General
Secrelnry, JAMES GILEERT, 17 PEARCE AVENUE, CORSTORPHINE, EDIN-
BURGH 12, fron whom Enbtry Forms can be oblnioned

At RUGBY PARK. KILMARNOCK
L]
Saturday. 28th June. 1947. 3 p.m.
EVYVENTS:
(Open to Youths, 16 or over, but under 18 years on 1st March, 1847)
100 Yards, 220 Yards, Quarter-Mile, Half Mile, One Mile, 120 Yards
Hurdles Race (3 Tt hurdles), High Jump, Broad Jump, Putting the
Weight (12 1b.), Throwing the Javelin, and Medley Relay (440 x 220 x
oo x 440).
Eniry Fee—2/6 for first Event, and 1/~ for esch subsequent Event,
Entry Fee for Relay Roace, §/- per Tenm,
WOTE ~No Youth may compele in more than two Runnlng Events ({locloding the
Kelay Maced and one Field Evenl or three Field Evenls in oll.

ENTRIES Close Definitely, First Post MONDAY, 16ih JUNE, with G. DALLAS (Hon.
W.D. Secreiary), 38 GARTURALG ROAD, GLASGOW, E.L
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JAMES BRANNEN

The sodden deanth on 215t April, 1147,
of James Brannen, marked the passing
af ope wha did mueh for Scottish
athletice during a period when the
foture of our sport was none too brfizghi.

Conditlons at home hére were not oo
wzood during 1M41-42-13, were they?
‘Thoge of us who can recollect the trials
and tribulations which was the lot of
«lubmen trying to keep the sport alive
will agree with me that it was, indeed,
st happy day for Seottish running when
fate in 1040 Jim DBrannen declded to
stage o come-hack.

Nothing had been heard of him since
1981, when, in his early 20's, a8 a nem-
ber of Dundee Hawkhill Harriers, he
wcompleted a suceessful season by being
wolected as reserve Tor the National
diross-Clountry  team, having  finlshed
12th 4n the Natlonal Champlonship.
When, nearly 10 years later, he declded
to again don his running shoes, he
found the war-time remnants of Hawk-
hill and Thistle Harriers functioning
only in a lstless sort of way under the
name of Dundee Harriers,  Jim very
woon altered this state of affairs, Before
long he had most of the services unlts
in the distreiet lined up, and, off his
own bat formed the Eastern OCross-
{ountry League, glving regular com-
petition to the club and service person-
nel.

Having accomplished this, the aver-
sge clubman wonld have been satisfied.
Not o Jim DBrannen. Suocceess mersly
iuspired him to greater effort, and this
was true of him In every respect.

In 1042 he turned his attention io
marathon ronning and decided that It
wns time that the Perth - Dundee race,
last ron In 18, was resuzeltated. This
he duly accomplished in the face of
what, at first, appeared to be insuper-
aible difficnlties, and Jim Drannen wos
a1 happy man that Saturday night In
July, 1942, when he saw D. MeNab
Iobertson  being  presented  with  the
handsome trophy which had also been
Aonated largely through his influence.

Sepgon 1942-48 was undoubtedly the
wogson of his career, but, alas, the

JINM BREANNEN finishing on the Tayside in
the 1042 erth = Dundee rond roce.

beginning of the end. Having carried
all before him over the country and on
the roads he was looking forward fo
elthor MeNab Robeprtsan, Tom ItHrhards
(Mitcham) or himsslf seiting up the
fastest time ever recorded in  this
country for the full marnthon distance.
He bad ovganised thia eveot to tnke
Mace on the extended Perth - Doodee
comwe in July, 1043, Unfortunately,
fin® kept Robertsou ont of the race, aod
Branpen and Richurds were left o
mitke the best of I, We all know now
that about seven miles from home Jim
collapsed, but none of us knew ot that
time that the previous evening his medl-
il man informwed Lim that he could pet
hold himself responsible for the conse-
quences if he ran the following day, It
appeared that the esyve trouble from
which Jim had been suflering wns of n
much more serious nature than he let
his friends know, and rather than let
the sporting public down, he decided to
rmn,

Then followed a serlons operation In
Edinburgh, from which very few of us
thought he would ever recover. Bur
the guts and determination which had
carried him through so many races dor-
ing the past few years was ngain drawn
on with considerable, if only partial,
snecess, It was some time before he
was able to run agaln, but he recovered
sufliciently to win his club road cham-
plonship in 1944, and take part In the

——

THE SO0TSH
Kingeway Reluy in October of the game
NHLE,

Whether it wns becnose he knew that
he could never stand the strain of
intensive training again, or for other
raagond, I do not know, but at any rate
his metivities became more and more
devoted to nmateur boxing in which his
arganising abllities soon hore evidence.
Then came trooble, the axact nature of
which I have never been able to dis-
«wover, but it resulted in sine-He suspen-
sion on Jim Brannen by 8.A.B.A. which,
«f cpurse, was natorally upheld by the
SAANA Jim never talked much about
thig affair to me, but I got the impres-
sion that he felt he had been made the
scapegoat, and was looking forward to
the day when the suspension wouald be
el

From then, he devoted all his time to
work amongst the youth of the clty and
wag 4 prominent lepder and Instructor
in the North-End Yooth Club, Dundee,
which can claim us an original mem-
her Bobby Boland, the promising young
Dundes boxer, Physical fitness was
the keynote of this club and, led by
Jim Brannen, its members soon hecame
noted for their prowess, particularly in
arshery, in which he took an exception-
ally keen Interest.

My own interests have beon nmny
and varled, but never in all my experi-
ence did I encounter anyone [mbuoed
with such great energy and enthusiasm
for whatever he put his hand and mind
to than Jim Brannoen. To hlm nothing
was impossible.  He scorned the idea of
there heing a difficolty about anything.
e set his mind at obtaining results
and rezults he got, though moszt often
hig methods of achieving such results
were mast unorthodox,

We are grateful for his unsparing
«fforts on behalf of the sport he lowved
#0 well and such roces as the Kingsway
Relay, Perth-Dundes marathon, Around
Drundee Relay, which he spongored or
wias materially Instrnmental In their
suecesaful launching, will be everlasting
memorinls of his nome and work., We
rempmber him, also, for the work he
put In on behalf of the Eastern Cross
Country Leagne and the Dens Park
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Sports Galos, and while at the end of
hiz day many an athlete will leave
hehind @ more notable racing record, 1
doubt if many will be able to clalm o
similar record of service to our sport.
v M. THOMS08N,

D. M. Thomson, who wrote the above
appreciation s a Dundee Hawkhil
member  and was an  ossoclate  of
Brannen.,

Andrew Boroside, Maryhill Harriers
and well-known Marathon ronner, has
alzgo  written an  apprecintion, from
which we toke the following extracts:

“ His ability with such a alight bulll
amuzed many, and his cheery demean-
our made him very popular.”

After referring to several . gread
efforts in various races, A. Burmside
goes on b0 write of Brannen's remark-
able courage and indomitable entlhusi-
A8

*The 1844 Perth-Dundes Road Race
came with Dunky Wrelght and Tom
Richards in opposition. Brannen rosa
from a sick-bed and lay on an emerg-
ency couch in the van carrying the
competitors’ clothes, seeing that every-
thing was going all right. At the finish
in the British Restaprant at Dundee,
when he was assured the runners’ cogn-
fort was being attended to, he had te
be taken home.

“8och was the undaunted cOurage
anil amazing enthusiasm of one who
has helped to make distance running
such o present-day success,

“ He has set a preat example for all
those in the pursuit of fostering sport.”

SPORTS DIARY

June  10—Clydebank RBritish Legion,
N—Inter-County Trock Contest—Ileben-

o vals Poark, -

Lanimer Dy Sparts—1 .

Li—Scottlsh  Schools u:ﬂnarkwn.
ships—Edinburgh.

—Border Champlonships,
Li—Babcocrk & Wilenx I:.L‘,—Iturn.-m
—Central Council of Physical Reores-
tion—Hampden,
—Ayrshire Youlh Champlonships—
Stevenston,
—Irvine Ex-Servicemen—Iryine.
—Hruce Peebles & Co., Lid.—Tsuri-

wlon,

—Muotherwell & Wish ] h 1"
e g aw Burgh Foblice

—Boy Scouts Assn.—Dunfermiine,
—g:?‘l;nrghmmligu Lighting and

g - en  Meotl
it Hmdu'whl.nl:. ’ i

" —Scottish A.AA. Champlonshi
Humpden, - T
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THE

DISTANCE TRACK RACE

By JAMES L. LOGAN

Most athletic enthusinstz are agreed
that specialization 4=  eszentinl  to
improved performanees.

Onp of the chief obstacles to the
realigation of this, in Scotland at least,
i= that certain events are not popular
with our sport promoters.

The longer distance track race is o
notable instance, and the reason, of
course, is obvions. A three mile handi-
cap race will occupy twenty minutes
including the preliminarles of getting
the competitors on to their starting
stations, Also, the promoter has always
o be careful that his ordinary on-
mwokers (generally in the majority) are
kept entertained. Remember, the longer
the race, the less chance there is of o
“tight " finish—and it iz the thrilling,
shoulder-to-shoulder burst to the tape
which delights our ordinory sports
patron.

Good handicapping can give a sport-
ing chance of such a finish, but the
ardinary onlooker, lncking, shall we say
the connoisseur's appreciation of the
finer points of athleticizm will be fidget-
ting long before the Iast lap excitement.

Thus the opportunities for our long-
digtance track aspirants are Umited to
championships  and  representative
matches, If he wishes to have a full
seagon of competition {(and that 18 the
aim of most athletes) he has to torn
his attention to the more popular mile
and half-mile,

This. I think, iz an unsatisfactory
feature in Scottish athletics, and we
have only to consider our average all-
the-year-round enthusiast to prove the
point.

In the late autuomn he ls competing
in road and cross-country races of 2§
to T miles, and, later in the winter,
sradoates to the full distance cross-
country events of op to 10 miles. In
April, perhaps, he has g crack at the
10 miles track S.AAA. Championship.
After that. If he wants competitlon, he
has to come down to the half-mile and
mile events, unless he iz prepared (o
train until June for the 3 or 6 miles
AAAA. Champlonships,  After the
Championships he hag, again, to return
to the short middle-diztances.

There would be no lonck of entries for
the longer-distance track races if there
was adequate opportunity for competi-
tion throughout the season, In fact, T
think that such events might even
attract to summer competition some of
those cross-country men who fancy
neither the flieree pace of the shorter
races nor the grind of the marathon.
They wonld also help to reduoce the
unwieldy fields in the * half " and the
* mile.”

The promoters problem, I suggest.
conld be solved by using the longer
event asg the curthin-raiser of his pro-
ETaImme.

Sports patrons, like dance-goers, are
slow to arrive, The greater proportion
of the erowd uwsually rolls up in the
middle of the heats of the * hundred.”

Thiz latter event, a good crowd-
pleaser with a finishing thrill every
minute, conld be profitably held over
for twenty minntes, which would give
the late-comers time to buy thelr pro-
grammes, find their penclls, and gener-
ally settle down to their afternpon's
entertainment. And there wonld still
be many enthusiasts keen enoungh to
come in time to see top-grade rnners
performing at their troe distance.

For the athletes themselves, the
advantages are obvious; summer com-
petition  which Is complementary 1o
thelr winter activities. 1 think that,
given this opportunity hoth their winter
and summer performances would show
the improvement which follows special-
isation.

GLABGOW Y.MOCA, HARRIERS,
who hmve agaln able and enthusiastic
Jaumes . Scott. sz thelr President,
irain at Stapalane, Thornlishank, on
Tuezday and Thursday evenings, and
Henfrew Playing Fields on Saturday
afternoons,

The c¢lub is anxious to secure the
services of o trainer,  Anyone willlng
to help should zet in touch with J. R,
i:-'u.:'gtr, 207 Bt. Vincent Street, Glasgow,

Bl
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i . GRAND
| INTERNATIONAL  SPORTS
| MEETING

{ funder H.AAGAL &nd N.C.U. Huoles)
At MMAMIPDEN PARH, GLASGOW

an SATURDAY, 28ih JUNE—at 2350 p.m,
Running, Jumping, Cyoling, Heavy Evenis
nnd Tug-of-Woar

Entries olose on Baturday, 21st Juna.
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“ and 880  yds.,

reluy.

vanlt, high jomp,
throwing 561b. over the bar, youths
(56 ydw), and Invitotion mile medley

18

WEST CALDER A A O
SPORTS MEETING
junder S.A A& I_.u:I.H'B]

At BURNGHANGE PARK, West Calder
On BATURDAY, 26th JULY—at 245 p.m.

EVENTS: 100 yds., 280 yds., 40 yds,,
1 Ie, 2 miles, e

Jovelin, shot,
s, a6

Laulies: B0 yds., 10 yds., 220 yds, wod
invitation relay race.

Forma from usual Sporte Shops wmd Hon,
i Entrl 1 Saturday, 10th July,
Bde. T. D. MoKie, Contral Pollco Office, || wl.n:‘ J";I? ,5’“?;; \?ﬂq“nluunﬁ“g Coltage,
Glasgow, .1, Weat OCnldar.
| :
| AURDES T 5 ¥ DWN
Se=Look for lilm ab swk- I—Om show (8)
wiard corners In B v [
G—=Should ke In this for
fyiTa] t:’}. : : iy s
T—Imnft It ripe for @ ¥ 1
falry? (4. k 4—Huropsan champlon
starts  off by m
#—If you take care of [ i thickot ().
your fest you won't
ot thin (4). G—Otherwize the trall
M—Alro (3. (5.
" FHl (E] f—A popular relay raoce
13—Girl'a name (4). 14 -[ at the pre-war. Q.F.
14—A- starting polnt (). F.C. sports (W)

1i—Namd | withdrawn
from list (7).

17=—Royal (3}).

1B—Word  that  oould
deacribe lust  year's
AAA, 3 'miles chirm-
plonahip race (4).

20—Dankey (3},

21—One of thres fates In

Beandinuvian myih-
| oloky (41,
-2 TR an casy TN
{4]. '

23—Not uo famoisk
brother of * 4 " down
AT o

LAST MONTH'S CROSS-WOHD SOLUTTON.

Agrossi—(2) Jumpera; (T} Owna; (8) Neap:
(11) Ire: (18) Eats; {14), Tar; (15} Vetoran;
(173 Ald; (18) Esau: (20) Rest: (21) Lies:
(22) Tyre; (23) Adheres.

Down:—i1) Polevault; (3) Unit; (4] Peree-
vere; (0} Roata; (B) Apertures: (8) Bistérs;
(8) Nearest; (10) Dmvid; (12} Coanal; (18)
Edged: (1) Hiye. -

8—Famouns athlete and
Olympic 1600 metres
finnlist 1632 and 1936
was of this nation-
ality (7).

B—Fosalbly an Inter-
elub (8).

10—Not so young (5.
12—Clover-like plant (5).

18—¥ou have usually got
1 }IEI do  this to win

1—A passage for sweat
(4.

MAKE SURE OF YOUR COFPY.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES :—6 months—3/6; 12 months—6/6; (post free)

The free receipt of a copy of this paper Is an Invitation to snbscribe.
In the Intérest of amatenr athletles, please respond,

To * The Scots Athlete,”
g0 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, 0.2 I
Please send * The Scots Athlete ™

Name,

Club (if any)

Address,

being 6 months 12 months' subscription



